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Pope Francis says, “Christian or not, as people of faith and goodwill, we should be 
united in showing mercy to the earth as our common home and cherishing the world 
in which we live as a place for sharing and communion”. 
 
News from the latest directives from Chair persons Wilma Vanderzwaag and Fran Lucas. 
Catholic Education Week is May 6-11th 2018. Try to attend at least one event to show your 
support for our Catholic Schools. 
The Catholic Women’s Leadership Foundation board has announced the fourteen 
outstanding talented women from across Canada that will form the class for the first 
Certificate program developed in partnership with Saint Paul University’s Providence School 
of Transformation, Leadership and Spirituality. Our very own Provincial President Ann 
Madden will be attending. Let us congratulate her and pray for her as she completes her 
studies.  
Mitzie Hunter Minister of Education has put a hold on school closings and the Minister plans 
to overhaul the process after hearing from hard- hit rural and northern communities. 
David Zimmer, Minister of Indigenous Relations and Mitzie Hunter, Minister of Education 
together announced their support for the teacher’s new curriculum which has been 
developed with the Indigenous partners.  The revised curriculum promotes greater 
awareness of Indigenous histories, cultures and perspectives. The shared understanding is 
essential as we move forward together. 
Mental Health Week this year is May 7-13th 2018. One in five Canadians have Mental 
Health issues; the other four are trying to help these individuals cope with their mental 
illness. The average wait time for counselling at present is five months.  Mental Health 
issues can lead to substance abuse, homelessness and suicide. Let us advocate for Mental 
Health in hopes to reduce this long wait. 
 
All councils are asked by the National to organize their own “12 hours of prayer for Palliative 
Care”, May the 4th is suggested and if possible, plan your event in concert with National 
Hospice and Palliative Care Week, May 6th-12th 2018. 
 
Bioethics Matters    March 2018 Vol 16. #1  Laudato si’ and the Issue of Abortion.         
 
Like his predecessors, Pope Francis condemns abortion but He does so within the context 
of ecological and social justice. To exclude human beings at the embryonic stage of 
existence is to miss the essential interconnectedness of all creation                        
AI (Artificial Intelligence) in healthcare. 
 
Additional information from Bioethics Matters; If you have not already signed up to receive 
emails directly from Bioethics Matters, I recommend that you do.  The use of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and machine language is developing at a rapid pace and becoming more 
and more visible in our everyday life.  More information on these Issues are available on the 
display table.                                                                                                                       
 


